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patam with about 100 Europeans and 400 sepoys, in order
to re-establish his authority, which had been considerably
weakened by the occurrences at Hyderabad. This he
did without difficulty, and during a stajr of about nine
months succeeded in capturing all the English settle-
ments on that coast, and in establishing friendly relations
with all the large Zemindars and Rajahs. There was,
however, one exception, viz., the young Maharajah of
Vizianagaram. The late Rajah had been very friendly
with the French, and when Bussy was supposed to be
in extremities in Hyderabad, and on the verge of ruin,
had actually sent him a large supply of money.

When Bussy came to the coast in 1757, the Rajah
persuaded him to accompany him in an expedition
against his hereditary enemy, the Rajah of Bobbili. whose
fort was captured, and he with almost the whole of
his family and retainers were massacred. A day or
two afterwards the Rajah of Vizianagaram was him-
self assassinated, and his son succeeded him. Bussy
was himself disgusted at all this barbarous slaughter,
and made some disparaging remarks to the young
Rajah regarding his father's cruelty, which caused
very great offence. The Rajah said nothing at the time,
but the incident rankled in his mind, and subsequently
led to important results.*

In the meantime, Bussy's long absence on the East
Coast had left his enemies in Hyderabad leisure to revive
their intrigues. Shah Nawaz Khan persuaded the
Nizam to appoint one brother Nizam All to the govern-
ment of Berar, and the other brother Basalut Jung to
Bellary. He also managed to obtain possession of the

* My authority for this statement, which is not alluded to by other historians,
is a monograph drawn up by the late Maharajah Ananda Gajpati Raj and giver*

to me by him in 1895.
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